
  

 

Welcome to St Andrew’s - may God’s peace be with you 

 

After the service, please feel free to stay for refreshments—a chance 

for us all to get to know each other better. 
 

If you have felt something special in this service and want to talk about 
faith, have a chat with one of the clergy or ministers after the service. 

 
The service sheet gives directions on when to stand or kneel, but 
please feel free to remain sitting if you prefer. Toilets are available 

through the arch beside the main entrance.  
  

We have a plate at the back of church for offerings;  you will find a link 
to online giving with the offertory hymn. 

The Baptism of Christ 

11th January 2026 
 

8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
President and Preacher:  The Rev’d Canon Edmund Newey   
 

10.30am Choral Eucharist 
President: The Rev’d Canon Edmund Newey    
Preacher: The Rev’d James Sampson-Foster 

Deacon: Helen Bryant 

Healing Ministers: Mike and Sharon 
 

6.00pm Evensong 
Officiant:  The Rev’d James Sampson-Foster 

Reflection: Sue Minton 
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Prelude     
 

The president welcomes the congregation with any notices 
 

The Gathering 
Introit  

Sung by the choir    

 If ye love me Tallis 
 

Please stand  

Opening Hymn  

108: When Jesus came to Jordan   
 

The Greeting  
The president says 
 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit 

All Amen  
 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All   And also with you. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All   Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
The Deacon says 

 

God shows his love for us 

in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Let us then show our love for him 

by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

Romans 5.8 

A brief time of quiet is kept.  
 

 God be gracious to us and bless us, 

 and make your face shine upon us: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

 May your ways be known on the earth, 

 your saving power among the nations: 

 Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

 You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 

 and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins 

to all those who with heartfelt repentance and true faith 

turn to him: 

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 

sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and bring you to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen 
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The Collect 
The president says 
 

Let us pray  
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Eternal Father, 

who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 

that we may be faithful to our calling  

as your adopted children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.   

All Amen. 

The Gloria 
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Please sit 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Reading 
Isaiah 42.1-9 

  

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

he will bring forth justice to the nations.  

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street;  

a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth justice.  

He will not grow faint or be crushed 

until he has established justice in the earth; 

and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  

Thus says God, the Lord, 

who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 
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and spirit to those who walk in it:  

I am the Lord,  

I have called you in righteousness, 

I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

a light to the nations,  

to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness.  

I am the Lord, that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other,  

nor my praise to idols.  

See, the former things have come to pass, 

and new things I now declare;  

before they spring forth, 

I tell you of them.  
 

For the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 

 

Please stand 

Gradual Hymn  
109: When Jesus comes to be baptised  
 

Gospel Reading   
Alleluia, alleluia. 

We have seen his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage. 

Matthew 2:2 

All Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew                  (3.13-end)    
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We sing together: 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But 

Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And 

when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 

water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 

And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.’    

          

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

We sing together 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sit           

Sermon 

 The Rev’d James Sampson-Foster 
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Please stand 
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Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism 

Water is poured into the font with these words 

 

God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

All   Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more  
 

The president stands before the water and says 

 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

All   who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 

for your gift of water in creation; 

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 

bringing light and life; 

for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

baptized in the river Jordan. 

We bless you for your new creation, 

brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 

and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 

washing away our sins. 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit 

move upon these waters. 

Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 

and bring those who are baptized 

to new birth in the family of your Church. 

Drown sin in the waters of judgement, 

anoint your children with power from on high, 

and make them one with Christ 

in the freedom of your kingdom. 
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For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 

now and for ever. 

All   Alleluia. Amen. 
 

Act of penitence and dedication 
 

God of truth, 

you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; 

look in mercy on your people. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 

 
We have broken the pledges of our baptism, 

and failed to be your disciples. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 

 
Though we are saved by Christ 

and dead to sin through the deep waters of death, 

we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 

 

We have shown indifference to those in need 

and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 

 

We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember 

your repeated forgiveness of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
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Today we rejoice and give thanks 

because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the 

Jordan. 

Through the waters you have given us the mystery of 

baptism for the remission of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Through water and Spirit 

you give us new life as the people of God, 

and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 

From all our sins, O Lord: 

All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Almighty God, 

in our baptism you have consecrated us 

to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 

May we, whom you have counted worthy, 

nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 

and worship you with upright lives; 

through Jesus Christ. 

All   Amen. 
 

The water may be sprinkled over the people as the president says 
 

‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. 

‘Come forward, you who are thirsty, 

receive the water of life, 

the free gift to all who desire it.’ 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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The Peace   
 

God has made us one in Christ. 

He has set his seal upon us  

and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

cf 2 Corinthians 1.22  
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

All  and also with you. 
 

The Deacon says 
 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
  

We share the peace with those around us   
 

Offertory Hymn  
104: Songs of thankfulness and praise   

   

A collection plate is available at the back of church  

or this link will allow you to give to St Andrew’s online:  

 

The Preparation of the Table       
 

Please remain standing, the president says 

 

Open the heavens, Lord our God, 

and send your transforming Spirit 

on us and on these gifts. 

May we who are baptized into Christ 

be ready to share his cup of suffering 

and strengthened to serve him for ever. 

All Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

You celebrated your new gift of baptism 

in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 

Your voice was heard from heaven 

to awaken faith in the presence among us 

of your Word made flesh. 

Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 

revealing Jesus as your servant, 

and anointing him with the oil of gladness 

to preach the good news to the poor. 

Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 

we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 

for ever praising you and saying:  
 

Sanctus and Benedictus   

We sing together 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

The sanctuary bell is rung 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 
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Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.  
  

The sanctuary bell is rung,  The Deacon then says: 

 

Great is the mystery of faith  
 

We sing together 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 

world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All  Amen. 
 

The Sanctuary bell is rung, please sit or kneel 
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Believing the promises of God,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

All  God here among us,  

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people. 

All  Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.   
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)     

We sing together 

 

Holy Communion will be administered at the High Altar and at the west 

end of church. Please come forward to receive communion as directed 

by the stewards. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, or a gluten 

free host please indicate this to the ministers.  

 

Communion Hymn  
 824:  With joy we mediate the grace  

 

Communion Anthem   
 The Spirit of the Lord  Elgar 
 

 

Post Communion Prayers 
 

Lord of all time and eternity, 

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 

by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  
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All   Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.   
Amen  
 

The Dismissal 

 
Please stand 

Recessional Hymn  
 99: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  

      
During this hymn the ministers process to the back of church. 
 

Acclamation   
  

The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son.  

All God has revealed himself to us.  

 

The Son bows his head beneath the waters of baptism.  

All God has revealed himself to us.  

 

The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven.  

All God has revealed himself to us.  

 

Submitting to John’s baptism, Christ delivers us from 

bondage.  

All God has revealed himself to us.  

 

The president blesses the people, saying 
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May God the Father, 

who led the wise men by the shining of a star 

to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 

lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

May God the Son, 

who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 

transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 

All  Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who came upon the beloved Son 

at his baptism in the river Jordan, 

pour out his gifts on you 

who have come to the waters of new birth. 

All  Amen. 

 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Deacon says 
 

We have come to Christ, the living water.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All  In the name of Christ.  Amen.   

 

The ministers depart. 

Organ Voluntary        
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News and Notices 
Any item to be included should be with the office by Wednesday, 12noon. 

 

Bereavement Point  2pm - 3.30pm on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of 

the month (plus the 5th if there is one!).  Opportunity for group 

conversation and relationship building where everyone is welcome 

and comfort is offered https://compassionaterugby.co.uk/  

  

The Big Table Gospel group meets every week around the 

talking table in the cafe, alternating on Thursday and Friday 

mornings. Contact John on shoparound1938@gmail.com  

  

Church Mice Stay and Play Group Great news! 

Church Mice has restarted at St Andrew’s.  

10-11.30am Fridays (term time) for ages 0-4 years 

and it’s free. Please spread the news where you can. 

Volunteers are warmly welcome, have a chat with 

Lydia, Joyce or Heather for more information. Thank you.  

  

The St Andrew's 100 Club The 9th draw took place on Sunday 

4 January with the winning tickets being - No 4 - Rev'd Canon Dr 

Edmund Newey,  No 28 - Hash Mistry,  No 48 - Ronald Smith and 

No 68  - Rev'd Pam Gould. It is still not too late to support the 

work of St Andrew's, why not consider joining The St Andrew's 

100 Club for next year 2026 / 27, Application Forms will be 

available in March 2026 when you will have the opportunity to join 

the illustrious company of the twenty eight winners to date. Good 

Luck to all ticket holders, future draws take place on the first 

Sunday of the month.   

 

Children's Society. Marion Pogson writes: It has been  another 

successful year as we collected  over £700 for the Children's 

Society. A thank you poster from the Children's Society is at the 
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back of church. Sadly we have lost some of our collectors and I am 

hoping to recruit more people. It involves having a box from me 

into which you put any loose change  - or more if you wish! It is 

surprising how much it can amount to at the end of the year and 

is for a very good cause! Please see me for more information.  

 

The Second Annual Rex Pogson Lecture will take place in 

church on the afternoon of Saturday 28th February. We are 

delighted that it will be delivered by the countertenor, Patrick 

Craig, Director of Aurora Nova Choir, on the subject of Angels. 

Full details will follow shortly, but please save the date  
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Diary for the week 12th - 18th January 
 

Café open Monday - Friday 10am-2pm, Saturday 10am-12noon 

Monday  

9.00am   Morning Prayer 

10.00am Ball of Yarn Knitting &  

              crochet drop-in group 

6.30pm St Andrew’s Community 

Singers 

7.30pm Bell Ringing practice 

Tuesday 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Reflective Eucharist 

1.00pm Lunchtime concert 

Wednesday 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

12.00pm Eucharist 

2.15pm Mothers’ Union 

5.00pm Young Choristers   

Thursday 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

10.00am Big Table Gospel Group 

6.00pm Holy Communion 

7.15pm Choir Practice  

Friday 

9.00am Morning Prayer 

6.00pm Memorial Service 

Saturday 

  

Sunday 18th January 

2nd of Epiphany 

Week of prayer for Christian Unity 

  

8.00am BCP Holy Communion 

10.30am Choral Eucharist 

6.00pm Celtic Evening Prayer 

A collection plate is available at the back of church  

or this link will allow you to give to St Andrew’s online 
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St Andrew’s Staff Team 
 

Rector: The Rev’d Canon Edmund Newey         rector@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Curate: The Rev’d James Sampson-Foster       
      james.sampsonfoster@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Associate Minister (Mission Hub): 

                 The Rev’d Alison Baxter            missionhub@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Associate Minister (Compassionate Communities): 

  The Rev’d Sharon Crofts         sharon.crofts@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Ordinand:  Helen Bryant                      helen.bryant@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Wardens: Joyce Woodings                           warden1@rugbychurch.org.uk 

          Hash Mistry                           warden2@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Assistant Warden: Ian Sheppard            asstwarden1@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Director of Music: William Uglow     directorofmusic@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Young Choristers: Rachel Cliffe        youngchoristers@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Community Engagement Lead: Joanna Bryan 

joanna.bryan@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Parish Office:  Kate Foster         office@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

Bookkeeper: Gaynor Farthing                 bookkeeper@rugbychurch.org.uk    
 

Technical Coordinator: Ben Foster        ben.foster@rugbychurch.org.uk 
 

 

Website: standrewrugby.org,uk  

Livestream: twitch.tv/standrewrugby 

Facebook: St.Andrew Church Rugby 
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material from which is included in this service, copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000, & 2005.  
  

St Andrew’s Parish Church, Church Street, Rugby, CV21 3PT 
Tel: 01788 565609, Email: office@rugbychurch.org.uk, Website: www.standrewrugby.org.uk 

Registered charity number: 1160223, CCLI number: 193411 
 

This worship booklet is printed on recycled paper 


