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j Open - Ifzcluszve Involved
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Welcome to St Andrew’s — may God’s peace be with you.

The Baptism of Christ
| 1th January 2026

6.00pm Evensong

Officiant: The Revd James Sampson-Foster
Reflection: Sue Minton

Responses: Ferial

Introit Sung by the choir O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace Tye
Opening Hymn 826: Ye holy angels bright

Beloved, we are come together

in the presence of Almighty God

and of the whole company of heaven

to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ
our worship and praise and thanksgiving;

to make confession of our sins;

to pray, as well for others as for ourselves,

that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love
and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
and to ask on behalf of all

such things as their well-being doth require.
Wherefore let us kneel in silence

and remember God’s presence with us now.

Please kneel as we say together




All
All

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father,

We have erred, and strayed from thy ways

like lost sheep,

We have followed too much the devices

and desires of our own hearts,

We have offended against thy holy laws,

We have left undone those things which we ought to
have done,

And we have done those things

which we ought not to have done,

And there is no health in us:

But thou, O Lord,

have mercy upon us miserable offenders;

Spare thou them, O God,

which confess their faults,

Restore thou them that are penitent,
According to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesu our Lord:

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
That we may hereafter live a godly,

righteous, and sober life,

To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people
pardon and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their
sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us;



And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

For ever and ever. Amen.

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips.
Answer And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Cantor O God, make speed to save us.
Answer O Lord, make haste to help us.

Please stand

Cantor Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
Answer As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Cantor Praise ye the Lord.
Answer The Lord's Name be praised.

Please sit
Psalms 46 & 47

God is our hope and strength : a very present help in trou-
ble.

Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and
though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the
mountains shake at the tempest of the same.

The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of
God : the holy place of the tabernacle of the most Highest.
God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be
removed : God shall help her, and that right early.

The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved :



but God hath shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.
O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what
destruction he hath brought upon the earth.

He maketh wars to cease in all the world : he breaketh the
bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder, and burneth the
chariots in the fire. |

Be still then, and know that | am God : | will be exalted
among the heathen, and | will be exalted in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.

O clap your hands together, all ye people : O Sing unto God
with the voice of melody.

For the Lord is high, and to be feared : he is the great King
upon all the earth.

He shall subdue the people under us : and the nations under
our feet.

He shall choose out an heritage for us : even the worship of
Jacob, whom he loved.

God is gone up with a merry noise : and the Lord with the
sound of the trump.

O sing praises, sing praises unto our God : O sing praises,
sing praises unto our King.

For God is the King of all the earth : sing ye praises with
understanding.

God reigneth over the heathen : God sitteth upon his holy
seat.

The princes of the people are joined unto the people of the
God of Abraham : for God, which is very high exalted, doth
defend the earth, as it were with a shield.

Please stand for the Gloria if you wish

Glory be to the Father :

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.



Please sit

Old Testament Reading: Joshua 3:1-8, 14-end

Early in the morning Joshua rose and set out from Shittim with
all the Israelites, and they came to the Jordan.They camped
there before crossing over. At the end of three days, the
officers went through the camp and commanded the people,
“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God
being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out
from your place. Follow it, so that you may know the way you
should go, for you have not passed this way before.Yet there
shall be a space between you and it, a distance of about two
thousand cubits; do not come any nearer to it.” Then Joshua
said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow

the Lord will do wonders among you.” To the priests Joshua
said,“Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass on in front of
the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went
in front of the people.

The Lord said to Joshua,“This day | will begin to exalt you in
the sight of all Israel, so that they may know that | will be with
you as | was with Moses.You are the one who shall command
the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you
come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand

’r”»

still in the Jordan.
Magnificat Luke |

MY soul doth magnify the Lord:

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded

The lowliness of his hand-maiden.

For behold from henceforth :

all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :

and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him :



throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat

and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath fill-ed the hungry with good things

and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel
as he promised to our forefathers,

Abraham and his seed for ever.

Please stand for the Gloria if you wish

Glory be to the Father :

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.

Please sit

The Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various
ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to
us by the Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of
God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word.When he had made
purification for our sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son;
today | have begotten you™?
Or again,
“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son™?



And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds
and his servants flames of fire.”
But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of your
kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
And,
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
like a cloak you will roll them up,
and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end.”

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2.29

LORD now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation:
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people ;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Please stand for the Gloria if you wish

Glory be to the Father

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.



The Apostles Creed
Please stand

| believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;
The holy Catholick Church;
The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins;
The Resurrection of the body,
And the Life everlasting.
Amen

Cantor The Lord be with you.

Answer And with thy spirit.

Cantor Let us pray
Please sit or kneel

Cantor Lord, have mercy upon us.
Answer Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Cantor Our Father,
which art in heaven,



Cantor
Answer

Cantor
Answer

Cantor
Answer

Cantor
Answer

Cantor
Answer

Cantor
Answer

Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects

Then shall follow three Collects: The first for the day, the second for peace, the
third for aid against all perils.

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers
of thy people which call upon thee; and grant that they may
both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and
also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be
set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus
Christ our Saviour. Amen.

LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;and by
thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this
night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus

Christ. Amen.

Please sit

Anthem Listen sweet dove lves
Reflection Sue Minton

Intercessions made for the world

Healing prayer: Irene W, George W, Luci & Sophie, Gillian M,
Caroline, Lily, Denise, Mary S, Mary G, Cheryl W, David, S.M, Faith F
Jane B, William B, Rosemary & John K, Sue P, Carol §, Elizabeth .
Please stand

Hymn 652: Guide me, O thou great Redeemer

Please remain standing

Blessing

Voluntary



News and Notices
Any item to be included should be with Kate by Wednesday, | 2noon

Bereavement Point 2pm - 3.30pm on the |st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month (plus the 5th if there is one!). Opportunity for group
conversation and relationship building where everyone is welcome
and comfort is offered https://compassionaterugby.co.uk/

The Big Table Gospel group meets every week around the
talking table in the cafe, alternating on Thursday and Friday morn-
ings. Contact John on shoparound|938@gmail.com

Church Mice Stay and Play Group Great news! Church Mice
has restarted at St Andrew’s. 10-11.30am Fridays (term time) for
ages 0-4 years and it’s free. Please spread the news where you can.
Volunteers are warmly welcome, have a chat with Lydia, Joyce or
Heather for more information. Thank you.

Children's Society. Marion Pogson writes: It has been another
successful year as we collected over £700 for the Children's Soci-
ety.A thank you poster from the Children's Society is at the back
of church. Sadly we have lost some of our collectors and | am hop-
ing to recruit more people. It involves having a box from me into
which you put any loose change - or more if you wish! It is sur-
prising how much it can amount to at the end of the year and is
for a very good cause! Please see me for more information.

The Second Annual Rex Pogson Lecture will take place in
church on the afternoon of Saturday 28th February.VWe are de-
lighted that it will be delivered by the countertenor, Patrick Craig,
Director of Aurora Nova Choir, on the subject of Angels. Full de-
tails will follow shortly, but please save the date.

The St Andrew's 100 Club The 9th draw took place on Sunday
4 January, the winners are: No 4 - Rev'd Canon Dr Edmund Newey,
No 28 - Hash Mistry, No 48 - Ronald Smith and No 68 - Rev'd
Pam Gould. It is still not too late to support the work of St An-
drew's, why not consider next year 2026 / 27, application Forms
will be available in March 2026 Future draws take place on the first
Sunday of the month.



Diary for the week |12th - 18th January
Café open Monday - Friday |0am-2pm, Saturday 10am-12noon

Monday

9.00am Morning Prayer

10.00am Ball of Yarn Knitting &
crochet drop-in group

6.30pm St Andrew’s Community
Singers

7.30pm Bell Ringing practice

Tuesday

9.00am Morning Prayer
9.30am Reflective Eucharist
|.00pm Lunchtime concert

Wednesday

9.00am Morning Prayer
[2.00pm Eucharist
2.15pm Mothers’ Union

Thursday
9.00am Morning Prayer

10.00am Big Table Gospel
Group

5.00pm Young Choristers 6.00pm Holy Communion
7.15pm Choir Practice
Friday Saturday

9.00am Morning Prayer
6.00pm Memorial Service

Sunday |8th January
2nd of Epiphany
Week of prayer for Christian Unity

8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Choral Eucharist
6.00pm Celtic Evening Prayer

A collection plate is available at the back of church
or this link will allow you to give to St Andrew’s online:
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